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May 3, 2021 

 
Dear Ministers: 

 
We are writing to thank you for the commitments in Budget 2021 regarding a Disability Benefit 
and the Disability Tax Credit and to encourage a few precisions as you move to implement 
these measures. 

 
We fully support the design of a new disability benefit by ESDC, and trust that, with effective 
stakeholder consultation, it can be designed to overcome many of the barriers imposed by the 
Disability Tax Credit program and to truly help ease the financial burden some Canadians face 
by virtue of living with a disability. We look forward to collaborating with the government in 
this process. 

 
We are pleased to see the measures included to make the Disability Tax Credit more equitable 
and accessible. 

 
We support the commitment to update the list of mental functions to use terms that are more 
clinically relevant. We would strongly encourage that, in addition, the government clarify the 
definition of “all or substantially all” of the time in the Income Tax Act so that it is less subject 
to interpretation and inconsistent application. Specifically, we would suggest the following 
language: "all or substantially all of the time" recognizes that individuals may be markedly 
restricted in their mental functions for everyday life even though the external signs and 
symptoms may be perceived to be intermittent. 

 
We strongly support amendments to the eligibility criteria for the category of Life-Sustaining 
Therapy, to recognize more activities in determining time spent on life-sustaining therapy and 
to reduce the minimum required frequency of therapy. These amendments will greatly enhance 
equitable access to the DTC by people requiring these therapies. We would strongly encourage 
that, in addition, the government include guidance that the Canada Revenue Agency recognize 
that conditions that require life-sustaining therapy such as diabetes and PKU cannot be cured, 
and therefore the CRA should make eligibility for the DTC indeterminate, rather than subject to 
review every few years. 
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We would be pleased to discuss these recommendations at your convenience. 

 

Respectfully,  

 

 

 

 

Peter Weissman FCPA, FCA, TEP John Adams 
 

Co-chair Co-chair 

 
Cc: Disability Tax Fairness Alliance members 

Kimberley Hanson, Executive Director, Federal Affairs, Diabetes Canada 
Patrick Tohill, Director, Government Relations, JDRF Canada 


